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Many of us have heard or may have even used the famous statement by Baba Dioum, the 
Senegalese Forestry Engineer from 1968, “In the end we will conserve only what we love; we 
will love only what we understand; and we will understand only what we are taught.” 
Forty years ago as a seven-year-old I read two books written by Hugo Van Lawick and Jane 
Goodall, Innocent Killers and Solo, which started my lifelong interest and love of Painted Dogs. 
Back then they were persecuted as vermin. Today they are on the must-see list when visiting 
the Dark Continent.
Yet for the past 100 years, the Painted Dog has endured an outrageous onslaught of 
persecution and loss of habitat, which has seen their numbers decline from 500,000 a 
century ago to only 6,500 today. 
This 99% reduction in their population has put the Painted Dog’s survival on a knife edge.
Today Painted Dogs are a protected species, but their numbers are still dwindling. 
A critical risk is that so few people know that they exist, and even fewer care. Elephants, 
rhinos and lions dominate all the headlines.
This year for the first time we celebrated World African Painted Dog Day. Let’s hope the tide 
is changing.
Enjoy this bumper edition and we thank you all for your continued support!
John Lemon 
PDC Inc Chairman

From the Chairman   
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Detection Dogs
In 2017 PDC Inc. launched the very exciting 
Detection Dog Adoption Program which we 
are thrilled to be part of. Our five detection 
dogs and their handlers work hard to 
catch poachers. Owning and caring for five 
extremely valuable canines is expensive and 
the additional adoption funds we received 
through this program is extremely valuable. 
Dog Results 2018
Vehicles searched – 3351
Road blocks – 44 
Suspects apprehended – 8
Firearms confiscated – 3
Bushmeat confiscated – 54 kg
On behalf of Ruger, Chai, Earl, Rudi and 
Tigee, thank you for your support.
Painted Dog Anti-snaring Teams
CSL’s Painted Dog anti-snaring team 
supported by PDC Inc, continues to go 
flat out fighting poaching and removing 
potentially deadly snares from the bush. 
In 2018, our anti-snaring teams have 
conducted 292 anti-snaring patrols and 
removed 64 snares from the bush. 
In additional work with other teams, they 
arrested 61 suspects and confiscated 53 
illegal firearms. 
CSL believes that boots on the ground is the 
best way to tackle poaching and deter would 
be poachers.
Aerial Support
The joint CSL/ZCP Aviation Program 
continues to be an essential part of 
conservation efforts focused on anti-
poaching and large carnivore research in 
South Luangwa. 

Near daily flights of aerial teams in 
our Cessna 180 aircraft provide timely 
intelligence that informs management 
decisions and responses aimed at protecting 

valuable wildlife resources in a vast, remote 
area that would be impossible to obtain 
on the ground. The results and insights 
generated from just a few hours of aerial 

surveillance are priceless and we have found 
the use of light aircraft to be extremely 
effective and virtually indispensable to our 
conservation operations.

Conservation South Luangwa Update
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So far the year with Chipembele has been full of vibrancy, colour and interest. Our strong 
connections with Australian supporters have again resulted in a student exchange program 
for 2018/2019. 
The exchange is known as Tisamale Global Exchange. Tisamale (Tiss-a-marly) means 
‘We conserve’ in the local language. ZoosSA has generously supported and facilitated the 
exchange under the experienced and enthusiastic guidance of Chipembele’s Creative Director 
Emma Still (founder of Creating for Conservation, Adelaide). 
Seven university students, who are all Mentors at the Zoo (MATZ) from Monarto Zoo in 
South Australia, arrived in Mfuwe, Zambia, in early July. They have been immersed in an 
inspiring program of conservation activities for three weeks with 30 students from Mfuwe 
Secondary School Conservation Club. 
Emma and her ZoosSA co-worker, Liberty Olds, are painting a 50m-long mural of the 
Luangwa River which community members have participated in in order to help raise 
awareness of the importance of conserving it as one of Africa’s last large free-flowing rivers. 
We will be sending 14 Zambian students to Adelaide in April 2019.
Travelling to new places, meeting people and networking are important opportunities for 
Chipembele staff and student development that we encourage as much as possible. 
This year, two of our Community Conservation Educators each visited conservation NGOs 
in other parts of Zambia to experience how they conduct their conservation education 
programs. 
In exchange a Conservation Educator from Game Rangers International visited Chipembele 
for two weeks in July and one from Conservation Lower Zambezi is planning to visit in 
September. 
We also welcomed two Ethiopian Conservation Educators in June for two weeks who work 
at Ensessa Kotteh – the Born Free Foundation’s Conservation, Education and Animal Rescue 
Centre. Our lives were all enriched by these educational visits to Chipembele.
Our animal rehabilitation program has also kept us on our toes with three young pangolins, 
a baby yellow baboon and a baby vervet monkey all needing care and nurture. Two of the 
warthogs we raised from tiny babies in late 2016 are now pregnant. Though they are free to 
roam wherever they like, they still remain around the Chipembele house and centre most of 
the time. We are expecting to hear the patter of tiny hooves in September!
The generous grant from Painted Dog Conservation Inc for 2019 has been spent on our core 
programs of conservation education in local schools. Our four Community Conservation 
Educators teach in 31 Conservation Clubs in the 18 schools closest to South Luangwa 
National Park. Every two weeks 660 students engage in a two-hour session on wildlife and 
conservation. For 2019 the focus is on conserving the Luangwa River and its importance for 
both wildlife and communities. Our huge thanks go to PDC Inc. for their continued support 
over the years that help make our school education programs possible.

Chipembele Update by Anna Tolan



www.painteddogconservation.iinet.net.auOctober 2018 Page 4

Strengthened Project Support and 
Celebrating Success
Our work on Shinganda remained focused 
on strengthening wildlife security in the 
north-western sector of the Greater Kafue 
Ecosystem, through anti-poaching patrols 
and remote-sensor camera surveillance. 
Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness has had 
a very good year, with Neil MacDonald 
providing direct, on-ground support to 
the project on a monthly basis, with the 
exception of February and March, after 
heavy rainfall made some roads impassable 
in the region. 
All costs for vehicle tyres and diesel fuel for 
the project vehicle to reach Shinganda were 
covered by donated funds from Painted Dog 
Conservation Inc. 
In December 2017, we found it fitting to 
celebrate a very significant milestone 
recently reached by our most senior and 
longest-serving staff member, Jephison 
Shilenga. 
Jephison has been with us since Day One 
and was presented with a long service award 
for his 16 years dedicated and distinguished 
service to conservation of wildlife in the 
Mushima Chiefdom and the Greater Kafue 
Ecosystem, to the north-west of the Kafue 
National Park in Zambia.
Since October 2001, Jephison has been on 
the frontline of conservation on Shinganda 
Wildlife Wilderness, conducting daily anti-
poaching patrols in a sometimes hostile 
environment.
We are indebted to men like Jephison for 
their commitment to wildlife conservation. 
Jephison has been instrumental in ensuring 
the success of our wildlife recovery program 

on Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness, with 
Shinganda contributing significantly to 
effective ecological functioning in the 
Greater Kafue Ecosystem for more than a 
decade. Thank you, Jephison!

The landscape map provides a rough 
depiction of the functioning conservation 
corridor, “linking” Shinganda Wildlife 
Wilderness with Kafue National Park 
through the Kasonso-Busanga Game 
Management Area, allowing movement of 
wide-ranging wildlife, like African Painted 
Dogs, lions, cheetahs and elephants, within 
the corridor. We are proud that Shinganda 
is part of the regional conservation area 
network, contributing significantly to the 
long-term persistence of free-ranging 
herbivores and carnivores in one of the last-
remaining wilderness areas outside of the 
formal conservation estate in Zambia.

Collaboration with Zambian Carnivore 
Programme
We have taken steps to work with the 
Zambian Carnivore Programme to learn 
more about large carnivores in our part of 
the region to the north-west of the Kafue 
National Park. We have requested all guests 
visiting Shinganda to keep a keen eye peeled 
for any African Painted Dogs, lions, leopards, 
cheetahs or hyenas sighted and to report 
these sightings to our scouts. We hope to 
build a stronger database of any sightings 
of carnivores on Shinganda and to provide 
the information to the Zambian Carnivore 
Programme.

Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness Update by Neil and Allisdair MacDonald

Clockwise from top: Jephison stands proudly with Neil 
MacDonald after receiving his award. Jephison busy 

with placement of a camera trap in a termite mound. 
Landscape map. Jephison (l) on joint patrol with member 

of Department of National Parks and Wildlife (r). 
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Regarding sightings of African Painted Dogs, SWW usually sees 
increased activity of this species in the area just before the onset of 
the rains and coinciding with the impala lambing season. This year 
was a little different, with nine African painted dogs observed by 
our staff on Shinganda in early December. 
Remaining on the carnivore front, our scouts sighted a group of six 
lions (one adult male, two adult females and three young), about 1 
km north of our Kantanta Camp in February. 
Another two lions (a male and female) were seen near camp in 
mid-April, with them making two kills, a kudu and a bushpig. 
We also shared some of our camera trap images taken over the last 
few years with the Zambian Carnivore Programme. We hope this 
data will be useful in updating and improving current knowledge 
of wild carnivores in the region, thereby extending the reach of the 
Zambian Carnivore Programme in the Greater Kafue.
Remote sensor cameras were re-deployed in the area in August 
2017 into the rainy season to monitor wildlife activity and to 
increase surveillance to combat poaching. 
Anti-poaching Efforts Continue with PDC Inc. Support
We are very pleased that PDC Inc. has confirmed ongoing support 
to Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness for collaborative conservation 
effort of African Painted Dogs, lions, leopards, spotted hyenas and 
cheetahs in the Greater Kafue Ecosystem. 
Support received from PDC Inc. greatly improved recent in-field 
support to our Shinganda staff on the ground over the last year, 
ensuring a strong conservation presence during the rainy season. 
We delivered new gumboots and bicycles to our scouts during early 
April for which our staff were very grateful. We also issued new 
uniforms to our staff in May.
Despite the conservation successes on Shinganda, a number of 
cable snares were detected and removed from the bush by our 
scouts in late 2017. The setting of snares by poachers has recently 
become a disturbing and escalating problem in the region. The 
degree of conservation commitment and vigilance in the field by 
our scouts will ensure that this nasty, unselective and wasteful 
form of poaching is minimised. 
Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness conservation challenges and success 
are now shared on our Instagram profile (@shingandawild). 
A big thank you to Painted Dog Conservation Incorporated. Your 
continued support ensures “boots on the ground” for conservation!
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On 10 November 2018, PDC Inc. is thrilled to be hosting long-term friends and colleagues Peter 
Blinston and Jealous Mpofu from Painted Dog Conservation in Zimbabwe. 
This also coincides with the Australian launch of Peter’s book, Painted Wolves.
Please join us for two-course dinner and all drinks at the Tradewinds Hotel. We will finish the night 
with an African Auction featuring artwork by our other special guest, renowned international artist 
Fuz Caforio. 
In addition, there will be prints by Matthew Bell, Nathan Ferlazzo, Feather Art by Amanda Mulder, 
African soapstone statues, African jewellery by Mulberry Mongoose and much more.
Tickets available from: 
www.stickytickets.com.au/74848/an_evening_of_art_and_conservation.aspx

Upcoming Event: An Evening of Art and Conservation
Visit by Wendy Blakely, Founder Inganyana Arts 
Centre
In January 2018, John and Angela Lemon hosted Wendy Blakely from America. 
Wendy founded the Inganyana Arts Centre at Painted Dog Conservation 
Zimbabwe. 
The arts centre employs local people to create stunning works of art out of the 
snare wire that the anti-poaching units remove from the bush. 
Those of you who have been to our events would be familiar with the Snare 
Wire Art that we have on offer-including wire animal heads and beaded 
sculptures and jewelry.
Wendy also spoke to Perth Zoo staff whilst here to raise awareness of the 
products and to showcase the value of community development projects. 
Perth Zoo and other zoos around Australia now stock these items and in doing 
so raise awareness of the plight of the Painted Dogs.
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PDC Inc. has been a longstanding supporter 
of our work, critical to our efforts on the 
ground in Savé Valley Conservancy and 
surrounds, and helping us to safeguard a 
stronghold population of Painted Dogs. 

Recently, they supported us with another 
generous donation of AUS$15,000 towards 
our hands-on conservation and monitoring 
of our resident Painted Dogs. 

PDC Inc. provided new radios and boots for 
our scouts; equipment absolutely essential 
to our day-to-day operations. 

Our scouts spend very long days in the 
field in isolated conditions (functional 
and reliable radios are their only means 
of communication) and deserve to have 
comfortable and durable boots (they can 
spend many hours of the day tracking). 

They take immense pride in their jobs and 
in looking smart at all times. They had the 
biggest smiles on their faces when they were 
handed their new boots!

One of our core activities is removing snares 
from Painted Dogs and other wildlife. 
Absolutely critical to this is a reliable 
rangefinder, which PDC Inc. provided to us. 

Our previous rangefinder was outdated and 
frequently malfunctioned, often prolonging 
and complicating standard darting 
procedures. 

We cannot express the significant difference 
the new rangefinder (Bushnell Trophy 4x20 
Black) has made, allowing us to help Painted 
Dogs and other animals in distress more 
efficiently. 

The last month has been particularly busy 
with us having to attend to a snared painted 
dog, and a reportedly snared male lion.

Denning season is in full swing and, with 
16 resident packs to monitor, we are kept 
very busy preparing and rotating den 
cameras across all denning packs to make 
sure we can non-invasively monitor what 
is happening at the den, and record very 
important data for our ongoing research 
(e.g. number of puppies born, causes of 
mortality at the dens). 

A huge logistical and financial need for the 

latter is enough batteries to operate our 
camera traps which the support from PDC 
Inc. also covered.
So far in Savé Valley Conservancy we have 
recorded 12 out of our 16 resident packs with 
denning females. 
Roughly 80 pups have been born this 
denning season, and we are waiting on five 
litters to emerge from their den and to see 
how many puppies there are! 

Zimbabwean Lowveld/African Wildlife Conservation Fund Update

Our hard-working scouts; Cain, Akim and Misheck, with 
big smiles on their faces and very grateful to have a new 
set of radios and smart boots to help them through their 
long days.

Top to bottom, left to right: AWCF’s Jess and Cain head off to dart a snared pregnant female, Kaa, from one of 
our resident packs in Savé Valley Conservancy. Fortunately the wire had not done any damage to Kaa and could be 
removed. Kaa at her den post snare removal, relaxed and able to look after her new-born puppies unrestricted since the 
wire she was carrying was removed. AWCF scouts preparing a bait to dart a male lion that was reported with a nasty 
wire around his neck.
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The funds received from PDC Inc. have also 
enabled us to buy two new satellite tracking 
collars (which will arrive shortly!). 
We will also be able to buy much-needed 
camping equipment for our team, and items 
critical to the maintenance of our field 
vehicles (including a high lift jack, new tyres, 
filters and oils for car services). 
A substantial donation from PDC Inc. 
enabled us to buy our second project car four 
years ago, and today they are helping us to 
maintain and keep it on the road. 
Maintenance support is very often very 
difficult to come by, so thank you PDC Inc. for 
your help! 
Thank you PDC Inc. for your support!

Above: With the new tyres provided by PDC Inc. on their 
way, frequently changing punctured tyres will be a thing 
of the past!

Images right, starting top-left to bottom-right: Alpha 
female Sprite, from Shambo pack, happily feeding her 
nine puppies at the den. Shambo pack puppies at 10 weeks 
old spending most of their time resting outside of the den 
hole and in perfect view of our cameras. Chapungu pack 
den visited by a huge male lion one evening. A leopard 
stalking curiously around the Chapungu pack den site in 
broad daylight. Alpha female Sprite and Aunt Monica of 
Shamiso pack grooming the playful puppies. A lioness 
taking a good hard look down Mbungo pack den hole.
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In April 2018, PDC Inc was able to facilitate 
the donation of clothes and Medical 
supplies to our supported projects in 
Zambia, via Kafunta Safaris. These items 
were generously donated by Simone Vitali, 
Sam Comito, and Tim Scarrott and of 
course thank you to Ron and Anke Cowan 
of Kafunta. The clothes will make a real 
difference to the community in Mfuwe.
In addition, long term PDC Inc supporter 
Sara Skjold visited Painted Dog Conservation 
in Zimbabwe and also took over a supply of 
donated clothes and toys for the children in 
the local community. These were generously 
donated by Simone Vitali, and Sara and 
Dominic Nyati from PDC distributed the 
clothes to the children.
And finally, thanks to our supporter Stuart 
Tough for donation of warm Fleece Jumpers 
and assorted clothes-this time destined for 
our supported project Shinganda Wildlife 
Wilderness in Zambia in July.  Director 
Allisdair McDonald distributed these to the 
scouts at their project in Kafue earlier this 
year.
We are truly grateful for the donations 
everyone makes, as it really makes a 
difference to the lives of others.

Donations to Zambia

Above: Clothes, Medical supplies and toys destined for Zambia.

Top left: Dominic Nyati from PDC Zimbabwe presenting the donated clothes to the children at the local clinic.

Bottom left: PDC Inc supporter Sara Skjold with donated clothes for children in Zimbabwe.

Far bottom left: Sara Skjold and Dominic Nyati presenting clothes to the staff at the local clinic for the children in 
the community.
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Guest Speaker at Perth Zoo 
Docent Association
On 2 June and 8 September 2018,  
PDC Inc. Chairman John Lemon 
was guest speaker to the Perth Zoo 
Docent Association inspiring the 
new volunteers with our story and 
how we can all make a difference.
It was great to be able to raise 
awareness of the plight of the 
Painted Dog to a new audience, 
who in turn can share the 
knowledge and passion onto the 
Zoo visitors they will meet in their 
day-to-day roles!

Kevin Richardson, The Lion Whisperer
In October 2017, PDC Inc. hosted its third 
fundraising events across Australia with 
our special guest speaker Kevin Richardson 
(pictured bottom left), The Lion Whisperer 
from South Africa.
Over a five-day period, we hosted events in 
Perth (Hyatt Regency), Sydney (Marriott) 
and Melbourne (Park Hyatt) to a crowd of 
600 people.
At each event our chairman, John Lemon, 
gave an overview of recent achievements, 
before handing over to the main event, 
Kevin himself! 
Kevin inspired the crowd with his story and 
his fight to end canned hunting, and using 
his platform to raise the awareness of the 
plight of both captive and wild lions. 
Like Painted Dogs, time is also running out 
for African Lions.
Thanks to our patron Simon Reeve who was 
also auctioneer extraordinaire at all three 
events. 
We raised close to $100,000, which was an 
amazing result.
On offer was amazing art by South African 
artist Fuz Caforio (who attended our Sydney 
event), Nathan Ferlazzo (who attended our 
Melbourne event), feather art by Amanda 
Mulder, photography by Bobby-Jo Clow 
Photography, African Safaris, a character 
name in Tony Park’s next book, and much 
more!
We were also able to get interviews for 
Kevin on The Project, Sunrise and The 
Morning Show, and in addition to the main 
events, we auctioned off an exclusive dinner 
with Kevin in each state.

Past Events
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Somerset College Fundraising
Thanks to our patron Simon Reeve 
for inspiring Year 10 students at 
Somerset College in Queensland 
to support us at PDC Inc! 
Jess Pridham produced a pet 
calendar for her special project this 
year, with the proceeds going to 
our frontline projects. 
Last October she presented Simon, 
on behalf of PDC Inc., with a 
cheque for $500. 
What a fantastic story and thank 
you so much to Jess for her 
incredible support generosity! 

Port to Port Fundraiser
In March 2018, we launched our Port to Port 
fundraiser to purchase another field vehicle 
for our supported Zambian Carnivore 
Programme in Zambia.

The chosen vehicle was another Land Rover 
Perentie – similar to the one donated a few 
years ago. 

We were fortunate to find “Scout” in Perth, 
which was owned by a young man called 
Kieran (pictured with John below). 

He was thrilled to learn of Scout’s intended 
journey and excited to hear what duties lay 
ahead for her in the field in Zambia.

We conducted numerous fundraisers to 
raise the $10,000 required to transport the 
vehicle from Perth to Zambia. (The photo 
on the right is of it safe and sound in Lusaka, 
Zambia.) 

Thank you to our supporters for the outright 
donations made. 

We also hosted a raffle of an original 
drawing called Hasani (pictured right) by 
local Perth artist Catherine Scartaccini. 
Hasani is one of the Perth Zoo Painted Dogs, 
which was one of Catherine’s study animals. 

The lucky winner of this beautiful prize was 
Kerri Cliff from Adelaide.

In addition, Swagman Tours generously 
donated four nights at two South African 
lodges – Mabula Game Lodge and Mjejane 
Lodge. 

We ran an online auction and Jeff and Ursula 
Beaton were the lucky winning bidders for 
this trip of a lifetime. 

We are looking forward to hearing about the 
adventures they had!

Past Events
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Guest speaker at Murdoch 
University Wildlife Association
Thanks to the committee and 
members of the Murdoch 
University Wildlife Association for 
inviting PDC Inc. Chairman John 
Lemon as guest speaker on 3 May 
2018.
It was great to share our 
experiences and knowledge with 
like-minded, passionate wildlife 
warriors! 
Pictured below is PDC Inc. 
Chairman John Lemon and 
members of the MUWA 
committee.

Pickled Paintbrush Fundraising Event 

On 25 May 2018, PDC Inc. partnered with 
The Pickled Paintbrush in Fremantle, WA,  
for a small fun fundraising event for an 
exclusive group of 25 people.

We provided Painted Wolf Wine, cheese 
platters and nibbles, and Pickled Paintbrush 
resident artist Gabrielle took the group step 
by step from an initial template to finished 
creation of our very own individual Painted 
Dogs!

Apart from having a fun night, we raised 
$2,000 to go towards the transport of our 
Land Rover Perentie to Zambia.

Past Events
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This year has been a very busy one for me 
releasing two books already since the end 
of 2017 (The Cull in November, followed by 
Captive in April 2018). 
I’ve got another book, Scent of Fear, due out 
in December and it will feature long-term 
Painted Dog supporter Craig Hoddy as one 
of the main characters. Craig’s mum, Kim, 
paid for him and for Lion Whisperer and 
PDC Inc. supporter Kevin Richardson to have 
their names used in the book.
It’s been great keeping tabs on the terrific 
work being done by John, Ange and the rest 
of the committee during the year. As always 
I’m in awe of their tireless efforts.
The world’s eyes have been on Zimbabwe 
following the departure of Robert and 
Grace Mugabe and it’s my fervent hope, 
along with everyone in the country, that this 
might signal better times for this beautiful 
country.  The fact that there are still Painted 
Dogs – and other wildlife – in Zimbabwe is 
in no small part due to a number of NGOs 
and many more good, hard-working people 
who support Zimbabwe’s Parks and Wildlife 
service.  
In the course of giving talks about my books 
I’m often asked by well-meaning people 
what sort of charities I support and how 
they can help conservation in Africa. I tell 
them that PDC Inc. is a perfect example of 
the sort of NGO that I like to support (and 
of which I’m proud to be a patron). 
PDC Inc.doesn’t try and reinvent the wheel – 
it supports grass-roots, in-situ conservation 
programs. We can all be assured that the 
money we raise goes to the programs and 
people who most need it and know best 
how to use it.

Last year we received a special letter and drawing from Luke’s mum. Luke is a seven-year-old 
boy who loves Painted Dogs and heard about what we do to save them. 
In July 2018, PDC Inc Chairman John Lemon had the honour of meeting Luke in person, who 
was on holiday here in Perth from Melbourne. John has been an inspiration to Luke, who was 
thrilled to meet his hero!
It is great that, through the work we do, we can inspire the children of today.

Patron Tony Park Update Luke Meets His Hero



www.painteddogconservation.iinet.net.auOctober 2018 Page 14

Greetings fellow PDC Inc. members and 
supporters. It’s a pleasure to reconnect 
in the pages of our newsletter after an 
extended absence.
As some of you already know, I have spent 
much of the past six years on the remote 
island of Kootznoowoo, in Alaska, where I 
have been researching giant brown bears 
alongside the Native American Tlingit 
people. 
I recently completed a documentary for the 
Animal Planet TV network about a new sub-
species of Alaskan Brown Bear that I helped 
identify. For those who are interested, Fear 
Island: Fortress of the Bears was on the 
Animal Planet cable TV network in Australia 
and New Zealand in August.
Kootznoowoo is home to not only some of 
the largest bears on Earth but also has the 
densest population of bears on the planet. 
This national monument is truly a bear 
realm, with more than six bears for every 
single human resident, which is why the 
original Tlingit name of this forbidding place 
means “Fortress of the Bears”. Interestingly 
enough, the name given to this untamed 
island by the Russian fleets of Siberian fur-
trappers, who were the very first outsiders 
to come here, in the 17th and 18th century, 
was Ostrov Kutsnoi, which means “Island of 
Fear” ... and they were not wrong.
The truth is that nothing can prepare you 
for a your first encounter with a massive 
Kootznoowoo brown bear. Standing before 
the world’s largest land predator can be 
petrifying. As a member of the Antarctic 
swimming club, I know a thing or two about 
genital shrinkage, but when I first saw a 
giant Kootznoowoo brown bear sizing me 
up I swear I heard my penis gasp.

I first heard stories about a freakishly big 
male bear known as “Grandfather” from 
Tlingit hunters and tribal elders during 
my second year in Angoon. Until then I’d 
mostly been observing bears moving along 
the shoreline from the relative safety of 
a small boat. There is very little that has 
been written about Kootznoowoo brown 
bears, so I was initially sceptical of local 
tales about bears that were “taller than 
the combined height of two big men”, or 
that stood up “taller than the eaves of the 
old Russian Orthodox church”; which I 
measured to be over almost 5 metres high. 
It all sounded very far-fetched, like classic 
fisherman stories, however, these and 
other claims were repeatedly backed up by 
firsthand accounts from serious people I 
came to know and respect.
Grandfather’s frequent appearance on 
Danger Point, named for a treacherous 
nearby reef, not for the bears, had over a 
dozen credible witnesses. Nevertheless, it 
wasn’t fully convinced until I personally saw 
and photographed the bear known locally as 
Shé Shaa (which means “Blood Mountain”), 
and took a close look at his prehistoric-
looking body geometry and formidable 
dimensions, that I realized the stories were 
not greatly exaggerated at all. 
In 2015, when I was formally adopted by the 
Deisheetaan clan (the Raven-Beaver clan 
of Basket Bay) and was given my Tlingit 
name, Yáa Gí Yéil (“Raven by the Pond”), 
I asked the tribal elders for permission to 
explore Kayáash Ká and Tsaagwáa; remote 
mountainous country where no one has 
been for 400 or 500 years. Once my Tlingit 
brother, Alvin Johnson, and I were deep 
inside this uncharted spruce and hemlock 

Patron Bradley Trevor Greive: Giant Bears vs Giant Assumptions



www.painteddogconservation.iinet.net.auOctober 2018 Page 15

forest we found numerous paw prints and 
tree markings that made it very clear that 
we were in the land of flesh-eating giants 
that had been lost to time.  
Alvin and I have been working as a team 
for some years now. We are both former 
soldiers – he was a US Army sniper, and I 
was a Australian Army paratrooper – and 
we work well together in the field. Alvin 
drives the boat, tracks the bears and 
watches my back as I take photos, collect 
samples and make countless notes. We’ve 
had a few close calls but mostly we stay 
well clear of trouble – after a while you get 
a sense of where the bears will be and how 
they are likely to react, though of course 
to be overconfident in regards to a giant 
predator’s behavior is a very good way of 
ending up as fertilizer.
The terrain and vegetation of Kootznoowoo 
are so extraordinary, and the bears are 
so colossal, that television cameras 
alone cannot do them justice. For the 
documentary, we felt we needed someone 
from the outside world to represent 
the audience so that viewers can truly 
appreciate the terrible awe you feel when 
first set foot on this forbidding island. That 
is why we asked my good friend Jonathan 
Legg to join us; Jonny is a very experienced 
adventure traveler (and the host of The 
Road Less Travelled, on The travel Channel) 
who has seen and done many strange and 
dangerous things, so I knew we could count 
on him to hold his nerve and provide an 
honest perspective.
The other crucial member of our team was 
not with us in the field, but in a laboratory 
at the University of New York, in Buffalo; 
Dr. Charlotte Lindqvist is America’s leading 
bear geneticist, and she was the expert we 
relied upon to independently test the DNA 

samples we collected on the island.
The documentary itself focuses solely on 
our search of Grandfather in late Autumn, 
which was as exciting and terrifying as 
it was difficult and exhausting. However 
the greater aim of our expedition was to 
gather a variety of fresh DNA samples for 
independent testing by Dr. Lindqvist and her 
team.
Based on my years of observations it 
seemed clear to me the Kootznoowoo 
brown bears had been misidentified as 
“ABC Bears”, based on their location within 
the Alexander Archipelago and their 
proximity to the brown bears of Baranof 
and Chichagof island, that are known as 
Ursus arctos sitkensis, named for the city of 
Sitka. However this geographical lumping 
together was, in my view, both clumsy and 
misguided … and so I set out to prove it. 
When compared with other Alaskan brown 
bear sub-species, the Kootznoowoo bears 
appeared not only slightly larger, but also 
had longer legs and a different neck and 
head carriage. And when you know that 
this area was once part of the Beringia land 
bridge during the last ice age, and thus 
home to polar bears and giant American 
short-faced bears, as well as brown bears, 
it leaves to door open to theories about 
isolated pockets of ancient hybrids. 
The current classification problem is 
not derived from observation and DNA 
evidence, but simply from access, or the 
lack thereof. Kootznoowoo is more difficult 
to get to than Chichagof/Baranof, Kodiak, 
Katmai and Kenai. And it is also extremely 
difficult to traverse this steep and heavily 
forested island as there are no roads. The 
Tlingit who live in the village of Angoon 
are justifiably suspicious of outsiders and 
there is no major town for researchers to 
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base themselves … all of which explains the 
bears here are generally overlooked, thus 
leading to blanket statements about “ABC 
Bears”. If you were a cynical bunny-hugger, 
like myself, you might also say that this 
“big bucket” species labeling approach also 
suits a pro-trophy hunting political agenda, 
as you could then argue that all bears in 
the region are the same, and therefore no 
particular group is threatened or in need of 
special conservation or protection measures. 
It’s a very sloppy scientific approach for the 
21st century, but there it is.
After years in the field together Alvin and 
I know the island and the seasonal bear 
movements very well, and we had narrowed 
down the search area as much as we could 
before the Animal Planet film crew arrived, 
however tracking down Grandfather was 
still an overwhelming task. In order to 
maximize our chances of success, I asked 
Animal Planet for more camera traps 
than I’d ever used before, plus a high-tech 
drone operator, so that we could cover a 
much larger area – and this made all the 
difference. 
I was also very anxious that something 
might go horribly wrong during the filming. 
We had assembled a great team of veteran 
wildlife filmmakers to shoot this film and 
added some hardcore Alaskan bear security 
to keep the production team safe, but it is 
impossible to prepare for all contingencies 
in a remote and wild location like this. More 
to the point, Alvin and I were so used to 
being all on our own that it always felt like 
there were too many people moving around 
us, and we were worried that someone 
might become overconfident due to our 
numbers, relax their guard for an instant, 
and make a fatal mistake. Something as 
small as taking three or four steps into the 

trees to go to the bathroom can be deadly 
when you are dealing with the world’s 
largest land predator. There are literally 
bears everywhere, one per square kilometre, 
and they often lay-up to observe their 
surroundings beside major bear trails that 
are hidden from view and yet are only a few 
metres back from the edge of the forest. In 
terms of bear population density, there is 
simply nowhere on earth like Kootznoowoo, 
and I kept having to remind the crew that 
the forest was not their friend.
To be honest, even for a wildlife veteran 
like myself, it was genuinely terrifying most 
of the time. The sub-Arctic rainforest is 
so dark and dense that you’ll often hear 
and smell the bears well before you can 
see even a glimpse of them, which is very 
unnerving. And in the coastal meadows and 
marshes, the long grasses can easily conceal 
a bear lying down; in fact, Alvin and I have 
almost stepped on sleeping and feeding 
bears a number of times in the past. During 
the really close encounters, when a bear 
suddenly changes direction or comes out of 
nowhere, I am so focused on what is going 
on that I’m not consciously afraid. But then 
later, when I’m finally home, safe and warm 
in bed, I have terrible nightmares about 
being torn to pieces. Clearly I need to buy 
some braver pyjamas.
Studying these magnificent carnivores has 
been both incredibly thrilling and deeply 
humbling. I now understand why the Tlingit 
have long believed that the Kootznoowoo 
bears are magical creatures, and consider 
them to be half-human members of the 
same family that figure prominently in their 
beliefs, creation stories and folklore. To 
stand before a Kootznoowoo brown bear is 
to be in the presence of a flesh-eating god 
from another epoch. In a way, it’s a little bit 

like what you imagine Jurassic Park would 
be if that place was real, except that we’re 
talking about giant bears and not giant 
reptiles. 

This expedition, while extremely 
challenging, was a transformative 
experience for me, and I hope the viewers 
enjoy the documentary as much as I enjoyed 
making it. Studying these remarkable giants 
up close is a tremendous honor, and it’s 
something I’m delighted to be able to share 
with the world. We collected a great many 
DNA samples (both fecal samples and hair 
samples collected from snags and rubbing 
trees), and Dr Lindqvist’s team at the 
University of New York, in Buffalo, were able 
to analyze these in detail and discovered 
irrefutable proof that the Kootznoowoo 

brown bears are a polar bear–brown bear 
hybrid species dating back to the last ice 
age, and are genetically distinct from the 
ABC Bears on the neighbouring islands. As 
you can imagine, this was tremendously 
satisfying, both for myself, and especially for 
the Tlingit people who have known of these 
differences for the past 10,000 years.

While I hope this brief summary of my 
recent wildlife project is entertaining, the 
key takeaway I wanted to share is how much 
we don’t know, and how much we take 
for granted in the natural world. It seems 
utterly astonishing that today, well into the 
21st century, the task of correctly identifying 
a mega bear species in the Americas would 
ever fall to a Tasmanian author – thus 
highlighting our collective ignorance and 
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opening the door for far more research – but 
that is exactly what happened. 

Putting boots on the ground to study and 
champion wildlife in their natural habitat, 
especially those species that are threatened, 
is absolutely vital to their future survival. Of 
course, fieldwork is dangerous, expensive 
and exhausting, which is exactly why we 
need your support to keep PDC Inc. in the 
field today. 

I hate to imagine where painted dogs 
and many other At Risk species would 
be if John Lemon and his team had not 
made the effort to put their boots on the 
ground in East Africa all those years ago. 
It is absolutely essential that their good 
work continues, and therefore we must 
acknowledge that the responsibility for 
ensuring the future of PDC Inc, and the 
species they protect, has fallen to us. Please 
join me in answering the call.

Attadale Rotary Club Guest Speaker
On 19 February 2018 PDC Inc. Chairman John Lemon was invited to be guest speaker at 
the meeting of the Attadale Rotary Club.
John presented on his personal journey and history and how PDC Inc. has grown from 
supporting one project in one country to supporting numerous projects in three countries.
Thanks to long-term supporter Bev Moffat for inviting John. It was a fantastic opportunity 
to talk about our passion and inspire those in attendance to make a difference! Thanks 
also to Club President Colin McCulloch and Ian Pittaway for their hospitality.
It is always great to meet other members of the community and raise awareness of the 
plight of the Painted Dogs and how everyone can make a difference.

L-R: Rotary Club of Attadale President, Ian McCullough, John Lemon, Angela Lemon and Bev Moffat.
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The Object of the Association is:
To advance conservation for the public benefit of the African Painted Dog, 
(also referred to as a Wild Dog) Lycaon pictus, through education promoting 
and disseminating research into such conservation and seeking to achieve their 
sustainable management.

Would You Like To Help?
Our supported projects do NOT receive any government funding and is wholly reliant 
on donations to continue its operations.
The key factor in retaining the workers from the local communities – both skilled and 
unskilled who are classed as staff – is to have sufficient funding available to pay them 
a reasonable wage.
Please consider a donation for the work to continue. All donations received are put 
without deduction to the benefit of the African Painted Dog.

Here’s What to Do
Forward a cheque or money order (within Australia) made payable to:
  Painted Dog Conservation Inc
  C/- The Treasurer
  Post Office Box 637
  South Perth  WA  6951
Credit cards (Overseas and Australia): We can accept either Visa or Mastercard.

Post Office Box 637
South Perth WA  6951
Phone:  +61 8 9455 6073
Mobile: 0419 956 238

Find us on the web: www.painteddogconservation.iinet.net.au | pdmembers@iinet.net.au | www.facebook.com/PaintedDogConservationInc

Conservation through action and education

Major Sponsors


